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PREFACE 
The Combinatorial Optimization Conference: CO81 held at the University of 
Stirling from 24-28 August 1981 was the third in a series of biennial conferences on 
this subject held in the United Kingdom. Following on CO77 at Liverpool and CO79 
at East Anglia, it benefited from the success of its two precursors. CO81 attracted 
seventy delegates whose interests were widely spread among the disciplines of 
Mathematics, Computing Science, Management Science and Operational Research. 
In addition, they represented thirteen countries and thus gave the Conference a 
broad international viewpoint. 
A call for papers was issued in the Autumn of 1980 and the encouraging response 
ensured the academic quality of the Conference. In the event five invited papers and 
thirty one other papers were given at the Conference. The Conference was very 
fortunate in its choice of invited speakers whose efforts both before and during the 
Conference had a significant effect on its success. The organisers would, therefore, 
like to record their thanks to Martin Beale (Scicon Ltd., UK), Victor Klee 
(University of Washington, USA), Jan Karel Lenstra (Mathematisch Centrum, 
Amsterdam), Alexander Rinnooy Kan (Erasmus University, Rotterdam), and 
Dominic Welsh (Merton College, Oxford). The major topics of the conference were 
classical hard problems, complexity theory, the design and analysis of algorithms 
and practical applications. 
In contrast to the proceedings of C079, the proceedings of CO81 will be published 
partly in this special issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics and partly in a separate 
volume entitled ‘Combinatorial Optimization III’, published at the same time as this 
issue by the University of Stirling. This division takes into account the general orien- 
tation of the Journal and allows on the other hand the grouping of discussion 
papers, descriptions of practical applications, reviews, etc. into a separate volume. 
The editors wish to thank all the contributors for their work and the referees for 
their assistance in the doubly difficult task of deciding on which papers were 
suitable for the two sets of proceedings. They would also like to thank the publisher 
of Discrete Applied Mathematics and particularly its editor, Professor Peter L. 
Hammer, for their invaluable assistance in publishing this special issue. 
The multi-subject nature of Combinatorial Optimization is one of its major 
attractions and makes such conferences both necessary and exciting. The next 
conference in the series is planned for July 1983. 
L.B. Wilson, C.S. Edwards, V.J. Rayward-Smith 
